
 
November 3, 2021 

From the Media Desk of the Fraser Valley Soccer League… 

Just when we might have thought there was some stability settling into the FVSL Premier Division, this 

week’s result proved that, this season, the key is to expect the unexpected.  Indeed, traction seems to 

be tough to come by this year as momentum really seems to be ebbing from week to week.  This week 

saw both a first win and a first loss of the season as the table changed once more.  Perhaps this year’s 

champion will ultimately be decided by which team can become the most consistent from week to 

week, but, for now, we can all just enjoy this wild and crazy ride. 

Here’s a recap of all of this week’s action: 

Langley United 4-2 FC Faly – Friday 8:30pm; Willoughby Turf SW 

After earning a first point of the season out at UBC last time out, home side Langley United had a one-

track mind heading into this match as they were determined to secure a first win of the campaign at 

Willoughby on Friday night.  Their enthusiasm showed from the opening whistle as their tough, physical 

play seemed to frustrate an FC Faly side that was looking to build through the midfield.  Both teams 

would create chances and there were goals to be found in this match.  In the end, though, it would be 

Langley’s veterans and their composure in front of goal who took their chances and earned the three 

points.  Langley captain Scott Barling was on target in the match as he put in his usual top-level 

performance and helped spur Langley on all night.  Veteran striker John Craig was on target in this 

match as wells, alongside a goal for Braden Barwich.  United stalwart Brayden Gant is slowly returning 

to form after injury hampered his start to the season, but he nabbed a goal as well to help assure the 

home side of a result.  For Faly, the standout performer of the night was no doubt youth call up Elliot 

Riches who potted a brace and seemed to be at the centre of most of Faly’s attacking moves.  He and his 

teammates will be looking to regroup quickly as, after beginning the campaign with back-to-back wins, 

they have now lost three straight matches. 

Surrey United 0-4 FC Tigers Vancouver – Friday 8:45pm; Cloverdale Athletic #2 

The two-team tied for second, three points back of leaders Abbotsford coming into the weekend, also 

tangled on Friday night.  After a hiccup over the Thanksgiving weekend, Tigers have slowly been 

rounding into form and they continued their purple patch in this match as they came flying out of the 

traps.  Early goals by Farivar Torabi and Filip Rakic had Tigers off to a flyer and Surrey back on their 

heels, trying to come to grips with what has happened.  Before they could do so, their night got worse 

when Thomas Kargbo was sent off just past the half hour mark.  This gave Tigers all the advantage they 

needed and they would see the match out from here.  Surrey goalkeeper Cameron Frost did his best to 

fend off the Tigers attacks, making numerous saves, but when all was said and done Torabi added a 

second goal to his tally on the night and Arjun Mann also scored.  At the other end, Tigers keeper Lukas 

Strauts earned the clean sheet while Nima Zadeh had a strong game throughout the evening.  For 

Surrey, in addition to Frost, Hashim Almoslem played well in a losing cause. 

Premier FC 1-3 Vancouver Whitecaps FC U19 – Saturday 8pm; Cloverdale Athletic #3 

It was a chance for a bounce back performance for Premier FC following their lopsided loss last time out.  

However, a hungry Whitecaps side were the visitors Saturday at Cloverdale Athletic as they were looking 

to climb the table.  Hakir Rashid Abdi had a strong performance for Premier and scored a nice goal, but 



 
that was not enough on this night.  Whitecaps were simply too strong this time around and well taken 

goals by Chad Baker and Joven Mann paced them to a victory.  Yayo Mutombo was also on the 

scoresheet, while Finn Mander, despite not scoring himself, was everywhere of the ‘Caps and a big part 

of securing a three-match unbeaten run for his team and a place in the top half of the table. 

Micro Footie Academy 4-2 Abbotsford United – Sunday 6pm; Hjorth Turf #1 

The headlines this weekend, with due respect to the other matches, were stolen by Micro Footie’s 

seismic defeat of reigning champions Abbotsford United.  The result was Abby’s first loss in any 

competition so far this season and it stripped them of their perfect league record, allowing them to be 

caught atop the table.  To be fair to Abby, they were missing All-Star goalkeeper Mike Haladin for this 

one but, irrespective of this, MFA looked to be buzzing right from the off.  When a somewhat 

speculative shot rebounded back off the Abby less than ten minutes into the game, Mawuena Mallet 

was first to react and struck the second effort sweetly to give Micro Footie an early lead and he and his 

MFA teammates were just getting started.  That being said, Abbotsford had a perfect record coming into 

this match for a reason and they quickly pulled themselves back onto level terms when Tyson Hunter 

calmly and confidently buried from the penalty spot.  The break neck early pace continued as just 

moments later Micro Footie restored their lead when they pounced on some lax Abbotsford breakout 

play from their own end.  Once MFA stole the ball, the put together a slick little passing exhibition 

before Louis Paul finished it off with a well-hit low shot.  The hits kept on coming.  Five minutes later a 

long looping ball forward saw Mawuena challenge the United defender and the ball fell kindly for him.  

He needed no further invitation as he stroked the ball into the far side netting with a sublime half-volley.  

Finally, the match settled down somewhat and let the crowd in attendance at Hjorth catch their breath.  

Being two goals behind at halftime is not a position that Abby have found themselves in much over the 

past few seasons and whatever was said during the break appeared to work as they scored within a 

minute of the restart.  Leading scorer Connor Hildebrant outmuscled the MFA defender and poked the 

ball home to half the deficit and give Abbotsford some life.  Predictably, United pushed for the equalizer, 

but credit to the Micro Footie defense, including young fullbacks Talisen Kyle and Tate Davidson, as 

they hung in there with the defending champs.  Then, with twenty minutes to go, MFA hit Abby with a 

classic counterattack sucker punch.  A long ball was flicked on and Mawuena capitalized on a 

momentary hesitation between the defender and goalkeeper to nip in and stab home his third goal of 

the match!  From here MFA were able to see out that match and credit must go to Tim Joy and Sasha 

Terhock who did plenty of heavy lifting in this game to secure three points for the home side.  

Abbotsford will have no desire whatsoever to dwell on this match, although Daniel Davidson did put in a 

solid shift, but no doubt they had already mentally moved on to next week before the drive home to the 

Eastern Valley. 

  



 
Here’s how the FVSL Premier Table looks after Week 5: 

 

 

BROWNS SOCIAL HOUSE PLAYER OF THE WEEK 

 
This week’s Brown’s Social House Player of the Week is Mawuena Mallet from Micro Footie Academy!  

While his MFA side came into their match against unbeaten league leaders Abbotsford as the 

underdogs, Mallet help flip the script on the defending champs by scoring a fantastic hattrick and 

leading Micro Footie to their second win of the season. 

Congratulations Mawuena, you have won a $25 gift card courtesy of Brown’s Social House! 

 

THIS WEEK’S FVSL PREMIER SCHEDULE: 

Fri 11/05/2021 8:30PM  Langley United vs. Abbotsford United  Willoughby Turf SW 

Sat 11/06/2021 6:00PM  Whitecaps U19 vs. Surrey United   UBC NTC Turf 

Sat 11/06/2021 8:00PM  FC Tigers Vancouver vs. Micro Footie Academy Cloverdale Ath. #3 

Sun 11/07/2021 6:00PM Faly FC vs. Premier FC    Hjorth Turf #1 

All eyes will be on Abbotsford United this week as they look for a response to their first loss of the 

season Friday night when they visit Langley.  Abby played Langley earlier in the year in SC Cup action and 

ran out comfortable winners, but Langley seem to be finding their feet as the calendar page turns to 

November and they will have their tails up coming into this one following their first win of the season.  

Having pulled level with Abby atop the table, FC Tigers will be looking to maintain their momentum and 



 
avoid a similar fate to Abbotsford when they host giant slayers Micro Footie on Saturday night.  Right 

behind Tigers and Abby, it is third against fourth out at UBC with Surrey travelling to take on Whitecaps 

U19.  Surrey are coming off a heavy loss against Tigers, while Whitecaps beat Premier.  Conventional 

form would say to take the ‘Caps in this one, but clearly “convention” is not at home in the FVSL’s top 

flight at the moment.  Elsewhere, Premier and Faly clash on Sunday as both sides look to keep pace and 

avoid being left behind at the bottom of the table. 

**NEW THIS SEASON** – Check out full FVSL Matches on YouTube at BC Sports Media 

 

Send NEWS to media@fraservalleysoccer.com 

And for more information on the FVSL go to fraservalleysoccer.com 
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